THE CASE OF THE CADETS
which he was to sustain when he read these words :
" Confidential. I am commanded by My Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty to inform you that they have received a
letter from the Commanding Officer of the Royal Naval
College at Osborne, reporting the theft of a postal order
at the college on the yth instant, which was afterwards
cashed at the post office. Investigation of the circumstances
of the case leaves no other conclusion possible than that the
postal order was taken by your son. Cadet George Archer-
Shee. My lords deeply regret that they must therefore request
you to withdraw your son from the college."
The old gentleman wrote to the Admiralty saying that he
would never believe his boy was guilty, and went down at
once to Osborne with a much older son} Major Martin
Archer-Shee, M.P. He found there was no alternative for
him but to take his poor little son away. From the enquiries
which they had made, the authorities were already con-
vinced of his guilt. The following are, shortly, the events
which led up to this young boy being branded as a thief
and a forger.
Two cadets, George Archer-Shee and Terence Back, had
arrived at Osborne in the same term ; they were in the same
class ; they occupied adjoining beds in the same dormitory,
and were thoroughly well known to each other. At breakfast
on October the 7th, Terence Back received, in a welcome
letter from home, a postal order for five shillings. He told
his friends at breakfast of his modest windfall; ultimately
he put the order into his writing-case, which in turn he
secured in his locker. He spent the afternoon taking part in
a rowing-race, and, on his return at about 345, he went
straight to his locker to get his postal order and cash it at the
canteen. The postal order was missing. He reported his loss
to the chief petty officer. That individual remembered that
he had given leave to Cadet Archer-Shee to go to the post
office, which was at a few minutes' distance from the college,
some time that afternoon. He became excited, and men-
tioned Archer-Shee's name to Back, and went down himself
to the post office to interview the postmistress. Now, it so
happened that only two cadets had obtained leave to visit